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headline on the bottom of the picture described the then-features editor as "The double-crossing
entrepreneur who betrayed the family's 50th anniversary party in revenge". I was portrayed as a
traitor to my family - betraying them by working for Murdoch's newspapers. I think the caption is

wildly unfair. I think you can make a case that I had served the family well by working for its
newspapers, and that I had not betrayed the family. I was one of the founder members of a new

group called Young Patriots (YP), set up to investigate the politics of journalism and to champion a
positive but realistic vision for the future of newspapers. We wrote and published a booklet, The
Spectrum of Politics (June 1986), in which we said: "We believe that journalism is an inherently

political activity. In the first place, any report or commentary about any issue, policy, or political
event implies an assumption about whose views are right and who is to be considered wrong, and
so it must necessarily be part of the process of constructing a democratic society." We went on to
say: "This is why reporting on the politics of candidates, parties, and lobby groups is a basic part

of any serious journalist's or editor's responsibility. Such journalism should be ethical and
balanced. It should neither seek nor give prominence to vested interests. Most importantly, it

should be unashamedly and candidly political, even when it is politically inconvenient. "It should
be constructive, critical, and not afraid to argue in favour of strong, independent editorial lines. It

should be bold and confident, resolute and demanding. It should not be timid or easily
intimidated." If this sounds similar to what the Rotherham Council produced in its self-

congratulatory report (see also the report below), it's not hard to see why. A commenter on the
Guardian's website sums up what Young Patriots were about - and I think that is also what the

Rotherham report has been about: "I had the privilege of working with the YP, particularly after I
joined the TGWU, between 1988 and 1992
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