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economic value is dependent upon a western-oriented civilization and upon the consumption of western-style commodities. I found it entirely plausible that the Russian government would want to export large amounts of natural gas if it could get

that energy cheap. My view is that the likely result is that Russia would prefer to promote the integrity and independence of its own political system by countering the power of the United States through the sale of liquefied natural gas. What I
couldn’t quite figure out was whether the Russian government was acting primarily out of what I called ideological motivation, rather than an opportunity to sell the gas abroad. But I think that while the current direct Russian emphasis on

exporting natural gas is not driven primarily by ideological motives, it still is motivated at least as much by domestic political considerations as by a desire to export the natural resource. This conclusion is supported by Putin’s role in promoting
Russian natural gas exports to the United States. Those business and political considerations are not necessarily good for the United States, but, as with other foreign policy problems, they do not dictate ineluctably the actions of the United States.

I think most of my readers will agree that even if what I call the “liberal economic nationalism” perspective on Russia’s foreign policy is ultimately correct, that doesn’t mean that the United States should look for foreign policy reasons for
abandoning the kind of policies it has followed for the last several decades. And it does not mean that we should ignore the geopolitical consequences of those policies, which can include encouraging political systems that are not interested in

sharing their natural resources with us or respecting our interests. I also doubt that those consequences even are inevitable, or that we can do anything about them. I am sure that those who argue that we should sacrifice our national interests for
diplomatic purposes because that will make Russia more open and predictable to us are sincere in their intentions. But I also know that U.S. interests are not always the same as our national interests, or as the interests of our allies. The

administration’s general approach to foreign policy makes clear that it intends to remain a great power and a great power that will have
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